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DESCRIPTION 

The present industrial invention refers to a distribution system of a plurality of 
television signals, and/or audio signals, in particular pertaining to different standards, 
in a condominium and/or community environment. By condominium is meant a 
block of flats, and by community a block of one or several buildings. 
5 Development of digital technology, in particular of signal compression techniques, 
has led to the introduction of digital television by terrestrial, cable and satellite 
transmission. Digital television offers the advantage of a wider programs availability 
(for instance, 4 to 6 digital programs can in fact be allocated in the frequency band 
occupied by an analog channel), and implementation of the new so-called interactive 
10 services, such as video on demand, called VOD (Video on Demand) or NVOD (Near 
Video on Demand). 

Said digital signals and the analog signal have, as a final destination, a single user. 
Said signals are however subject to different modulations. For examples, teh signal 
fi-om satellite is usually QSPK modulated QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift Keying), 

15 whereas the terrestrial digital television signals, according to the DVB specification 
(Digital Video Broadcasting), have a COFDM modulation (Coded Orthogonal 
Frequency Division Multiplexing), and the cable signals are QAM modulated. The 
final user has therefore the necessity of having different types of demodulators, in 
order to be able to receive the programs which reach the condominium distribution 

20 system; in this way, most of the advantages deriving from a single system are lost. 

Obviously, different equipments fi-om those used for analog signals are required to 
receive such new digital signals, which may lead to conflicting interests, for instance 
among the residents in a condominium or community. 

Many users, in fact, wish to have access to the new programs and services available, 
25 while other users - either due to their lack of interest towards novelties or for 
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financial reasons - make recourse to condotnimum maiiageinent rules, vAdcix impose die majoxi;y*s 
apfmvaJ to implement such tiovelties, also considering that a Wgh uacertainty still exists about liidr 
real cost/benefits ratio. Fmther inconveniences are introduced by tlie fact tJmt said iatoacti.'ve 
services also require for the distributi<m system to be caj^ble not only of receiving signals from tJie 
5 provider, the so-called downstream signals, but also capable of transmitting signals to the provider, 
the so-called upsh^am signals. 

Moreover, in most cases^ both the progreans and interactive services are supplied against payments 

through a conditioned access system managed by the broadcaster and based on the nse of smart 

<^M5, where ^ch user should be able to operate on the distribution system through smart cards, in 
1 0 order to decode the programs purcliased under exclusivily. 

Now, installadou complexity for the systems already known will obviously mcrease to a 

considerable extent due to all these fUrther ftmctions required forihe distribution system. 

From document US-A-5 574 964 is known a system for the distribution of multiple received 

signals having different formats using a sin^e pre-existing network, 
IS The system thftie disclosed provides for a prelinynary conversion of all received signals in a bus 

signal having a certain bandwidth (IQUz). Said bus signal runs on a bus constitutmg the 
^ distribution network. Each received sipal is osnverted in a predetermined, frequencsy positicm place 
.3 on the span of said bandwii^* A control computer interfaced to the bus, also adsfa address^ and 

commands in predetermined frequency position to the kis signals, according to tiie user neetfa, 
2fe: From document ■ EP-A-0 457 673, ta known a contol system of aodio-video reproducing 
' apparatuses in a conimunity. Said aystem is so conceived that the audiovideo information coming 
g out &otn each electronic apparatus is ftequency multiplexed in a sp^ifirchsnnel on a common bus 
O signal* Further, a channel content information is provided: indicating the audio video information 

allocated to the respective channels and an infbnnation indicafeig the room (the socket) using tixe 
2fc; electronic apparatus and ita related channel The reason for giving such informations is to let tiie 

other us^^s know the channels and apparatuses that ai^ in use, In order to avoid the selection of ssxd 

used channels and the disturbance of the system* 
C The present invention has the aim of providing a distribution system which, by solving the above 
C drawbacks, allows for titie distribution of a plurality of services in a condominium and/or 
30 conimumty environment, independ^tly fiom the type of standards of the signals received and ihe 

time when sudi s;ignals become available. 

A fiinher aim of the present invention is to provide a distribution system of digital signals in a 
condominium and/or community environment, which allows a gradual implementation of the 
system based on the free decision of each individual user, obviously without affecting the service 
35 already supplied by the system. 

A fiirtlier ann of the present invention is to provide a distribuidon s>^t&m of digital signals in a 
condominium mdlov community eaviromnenta which aUows each user to use said digital signals in 
a bi-directional way, widiout affecting the sea^vice akeady supplied by the sj'Stem. 
A fmther aim of the present invention is to provide a fest installation of the system 
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associated with the use of a smart card, while protecting the broadcaster's interests 
and the user's privacy. 

In order to achieve such aims, it is the object of the present invention a distribution 
system in a condominium and/or community environment incorporating the features 
5 of the annexed claims, which form an integral part of the present description. 

Further objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from 
the following detailed description and annexed drawings, which are supplied by way 
of non limiting example, wherein: 

- Fig. 1 shows the subdivision of the frequency band used for the signal 
10 distribution; 

- Fig. 2 shows a known distribution system of a plurality of signals in a 
condominium and/or community environment; 

- Fig. 3 shows a distribution system of a plurality of signals in a condominium 
and/or conmiunity environment according to the invention; 

15 - Fig. 4 shows a first variant embodiment of the distribution system of a plurality of 
signals in a condominium and/or community environment according of Fig. 3; 

- Fig. 5 shows a detail of the first variant embodiment represented in Fig. 4; 

- Fig. 6 shows a second variant embodiment of the distribution system of a plurality 
of signals in a condominium and/or community environment represented in Fig. 3; 

20 - Fig. 7 shows a possible frequency subdivision of the signals used for the second 
variant embodiment represented in Fig, 6; 

- Fig. 8 shows a third variant embodiment of the distribution system of a plurality 
of signals in a condominium and/or community environment represented in Fig. 3. 

Figure lA shows schematically the frequencies spectrum used for signals 
25 distribution; specifically, the band up to 40 MHz is engaged by the CATV return 
channels (CAble TV) for communications exchange between the user and the service 
supplier; 47-68 MHz and 174-230 MHz bands contain the television channels 
pertaining to the 1st VHF band and 3rd VHF band, respectively; UHF television 
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channels are allocated in the 470-862 MHz band. Both the 110-174 MHz and 230- 
445 MHz bands are partially used for the distribution of CATV channels and 
converted satellite channels. The 230-445 MHz band is also known as extended S 
band. VHF bands are subdivided into 7 MHz wide channels, whereas CATV and 
5 UHF channels are 8 MHz wide, as shown schematically in Fig. IC. Figure IB shows 
schematically a particular use of the spectrum in the range of 41-46.5 MHz, which 
will be described in the following. 

Figure 2 shows a known system for the reception and the distribution of signals. 
Number 1 indicates a set of aerials for receiving VHF and UHF signals amplified by 

10 means of channel amplifiers, represented by block 2, and subsequently sent to a 
mixer 3 and then distributed. Number 4 indicates an aerial to receive satellite signals, 
which are notoriously transmitted in the band around 12 GHz in 27 MHz wide 
channels, with an FM modulated carrier. Block 5 represents a so-called LNB (Low 
Noise Block) of the universal type, which amplifies and convert in the first 

15 intermediate 0.950 - 2.050 GHz fi-equency both the analog signals in 27 MHz 
channels and the digital signals in 36 MHz channels. Block 6 reveals the FM signals, 
which are thus AM remodulated and converted in VHF, UHF or extended S band 
channels by block 7. 

The signals are then sent to the mixer 3 and then distributed. The lines indicated with 
20 8 represent the entries to the various flats consisting of a coaxial cable; number 9 
indicates the signal sockets available in the flats, whereas 10 indicates a user 
terminal, in the specific instance a television set receiver that can be operated by a 
remote control 1 1 . 

Figure 3 represents a distribution system of a plurality of signals in a condominium 
25 and/or community environment according to the present invention, where the 
possibiUty of receiving both the analog television signals and new digital signals is 
considered. It has to be noticed that the blocks indicated with the same reference 
number in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 perform the same functions; thus, blocks 4 and 5 are used 
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to receive both the analog and digital signals from satellite. In Fig. 3, blocks 6 and 7 
shown of Fig. 2, specifically related to analog signals, are omitted for clarity's sake. 
In the diagram shown in Fig. 3 three different types of received digital television 
signals are indicated; however the following description applies for any digital 

5 signals, such as the DAB signal (Digital Audio Broadcasting) for digital radio 
broadcasting, or a data carrying signal, or a video signal in general. By the set of 
aerials 19 the terrestrial digital television signals are received, which according to 
DVB Specifications (Digital Video Broadcasting) have COFDM modulation (Coded 
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing) and are transmitted through the same 

1 0 channel system for VHF and UHF analog signals. 

The block 14 receives, through a coaxial cable 14', the digital CATV signal, being 
QAM modulated (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation) in 8 MHz channels, whereas 
as mentioned above the aerial 4 receives digital signals from satellite, being QPSK 
modulated (Quadrature Phase Shift Keying). It will be appreciated that the above 

15 digital, terrestrial, satellite and cable signals are modulated in different modes 
(COFDM, QPSK, QAM, respectively), so that three different types of demodulators 
are required for their use. Typically, transmission of either QAM or QPSK 
modulated digital signals is performed under SCPC procedures (Single Channel Per 
Carrier), whereas transmission of digital television signals as provided by the DVB 

20 standard (Digital Video Broadcasting) occurs under MCPC procedure (Multi 
Channel Per Carrier). 

At the entry of every flat or building an S band-stop filter, being represented by 
blocks 15, is connected in series with the distribution cable, i.e. a filter blocking the 
passage of signals comprised within a predetermined band, thus hindering their 
25 reception mside the flat or building. Therefore, this band is a reserved band within 
the disfribution in a condominium and/or community environment, being inhibited to 
all users who do not wish to receive new signals. Obviously, in order to ensure the 
pre-existing service, all analog signals have to be distributed in channels not 
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comprised in the above reserved band, and this can be easily obtained using the 
known frequency conversion technique. It is clear that the above reserved band may 
consist of several parts and in this case the filter 15 inhibits the flow of signals in 
several bands, for example in the extended S band and the 110-174 MHz band. In 
5 order to avoid possible interferences, it is appropriate to have the band-stop filter 
also inserted at the output of block 2. The so modified system represents the basic 
structure for subsequent implementations. 

Should one or more users in fact decide at a certain time to have access to new 
digital signals, for each user the following devices would have to be installed, which 

1 0 will be added without modifying the existing system: 

1. A transponder preselection circuit, indicated by block 12 in Fig. 3, for selecting 
one of the four bands exiting the LNB (high band, low band, horizontal 
polarization and vertical polarization). As known, the transponder is a fi:equency 
amphfier and converter device, irradiating signals from the satellite. 

15 2. A QPSK/QAM fransmodulator, indicated by block 13, which selects the digital 
signal from satellite, demodulates it, remodulates it in QAM and converts it into a 
predetermined channel for the sole use of a single user among those who have 
accepted the system implementation (practically, a personal channel being 
comprised in the above reserved band); this channel has preferably an 8 MHz 

20 band width. The signal is then sent to the mixer 3 . Substantially, the reserved band 
is subdivided into a plurality of channels being available to the users wishing to 
receive new signals. 

3. A COFDM/QAM transmodulator, indicated by block 20, which selects a 
terrestrial digital television signal, demodulates it, remodulates it in QAM, 

25 converts it into the above reserved channel and sends it to the mixer 3. 

4. A block 14, which selects the CATV digital signal, converts it into the above 
personal channel and sends it to the mixer 3. 

5. A selective channel-pass filter, indicated by block 16 which, arranged in parallel 
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to the band-stop filter, allows the user to receive his own personal channel. The 
symbol + indicates a signals adder. 

6. A QAM demodulator, which may be contained in an appropriate module, or 
belong to the IRD receiver-decoder 18 (Integrated Receiver Decoder), as 

5 indicated in Fig. 3. 

7. A user terminal, indicated by block 17, which represents the interface between the 
distribution system and the user. Through said terminal the user is able, by 
operating on modules 12, 13, 14 and 20, to select the source and the desired 
channel to be sent to the personal channel, and adjust various parameters, such as 

10 satellite type, signal polarization, QAM signal level, sending appropriate controls 
through a return-channel, as described in the following. 

If, for instance, the reception of a determined digital channel from satellite is 
desired, the user will operate on the preselector 12 to choose the band and will 
enable the output of block 13 towards the mixer 3, whereas the outputs of blocks 

15 14 and 20 towards the mixer 3 are locked. 

The user terminal 17 can either be an independent block or, as in Fig. 3, 
communicate with the IRD receiver indicated by block 18, which QAM 
demodulates the digital signal, decodes it and sends it to the television set not 
shown in the figure. In this instance, the user terminal and the IRD receiver may 

20 be controlled through the same remote control 1 1 . 

8. A return-channel module, which may be contained in the user terminal 17 as 
shown m Fig. 3 and allows the user to control blocks 12, 13, 14 and 20. In case of 
low bit rates, i.e. 9.6 Kbit/s and multiples up to 48 Kbit/s, either FSK (Frequency 
Shift Keying) or PSK (Phase Shift Keying) modulation may be used, which are 

25 allocated to a 128 KHz wide channel, so as to have the same minimum band width 
as provided by the DVB-RC standard on the return-channel. Should higher bit 
rates be requested, then 18 KHz multiple band widths can be used as provided in 
said standard, ranging from a minimum of 256 Kbit/s bit rate with a 128 KHz 
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band up to 3.088 Mbit/s with a 1.544 MHz band using QPSK modulation, and up 
to 12.8 Mbit/s with a 3.2 Mhz band using QAM modulation 16. Information sent 
on the return channel may eventually go further than the respective 
transmodulator and be sent outside the building in many ways (telephone line, by 
5 satellite, etc.). Control instructions for the transmodulator may use packets as 
provided in the DVB-RC standard. The return channel may be allocated to the 
frequency band directly below the television channels band, for example within 
the range 41-46.5 MHz according to the European B standard, as shown in Fig. 
IB. Said return channel can be a bi-directional channel, i.e. a transmodulator, 
10 upon receiving a control from the user terminal 17, can reply by giving the user 
terminal 17 confirmation of the performed operation, or supplying other data as 
requested. In any event, it is also possible that the transmodulator starts a 
communication on the retum channel, for instance when the installer is in the loft 
and wants to change some parameters of the IRD receiver 18. Bi-directional 
15 communication is performed under TDMA procedure (Time Division 
Multiplexing Access). Obviously, each user shall have his own personal retum 
channel. Advantageously, this signal can be sent through the conmion distribution 
coaxial cable of the system. 
By the system described above, a single user may, along with analog signals, also 
20 have in his flat a digital signal of his own choice containing 4 to 6 programs, each 
one being receivable from an IRD in an independent mode. In order to have 
simultaneous availability of two digital channels, another personal channel with its 
associated transmodulators and channel-pass filter need to be installed; of course, 
availability of at least two IRDs is also required. 
25 The system for the distribution to a condominium and/or a community environment 
according to the invention has the advantage that the single user only requires one 
demodulator for the digital signals which are received with the very different 
modulations, as these signals are all QAM remodulated prior to their distribution. In 
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addition, such a transmodulation drastically reduces the problems of interferences, 
signals equalizations and intermodulation, being usually present in the case of a 
multistandard distribution. 

The condominium and/or community distribution system of a plurality of signals 
5 described above offers a high flexibility and can freely accept subsequent gradual 
implementations, without causing any conflicts with the rules governing the 
condominium or community. 

The distribution system of a plurality of signals in a condominium and/or community 
environment according to the present invention offers a further advantage in that the 
10 same system wu-ed for analog signals can also be used for the new signals 
distribution, i.e. without requiring a new wiring setup. 

The signals distribution system shown in Fig. 3 requires installation, for each new 
user wishing access to new digital signals (for example those irradiated by satellite), 
of a proper transmodulator 13 for each signal pertaining to a different standard, said 
15 transmodulator 13 comprising at least a tuner for selecting the signal, a demodulator, 
a QAM modulator and a frequency converter. 

In view of costs, it will be noticed that for each user an equal number of 
transmodulators is required, bound to the number of digital signals with different 
standards to be received. 

20 Therefore, in Fig. 4 the diagram of a variant embodiment of the distribution system 
of a pluraUty of signals in a condominium and/or community environment of Fig. 3 
is shown, which comprises a modified transmodulation device. 
In the embodiment of Fig. 4, instead of sending each digital signal to a different 
transmodulator 13, 14, or 20, the digital signals are sent to a sole "universal" 

25 transmodulator, represented by block 29; the remaining blocks shown in Fig. 4 with 
the same reference number have the same function of the blocks already shown in 
Fig. 3. 

As it will be appreciated, Fig. 4 shows three different types of received digital 
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television signals; however, the following description applies for any digital signal, 
such as the DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting) signal for digital radio broadcasting 
and/or a data carrying signal and/or a video signal in general. 
Once transmodulators 13, 14 and 20 of Fig. 3 are replaced by the transmodulator 29 

5 of Fig. 4, the remaining portion of the distribution system of a plurality of signals in 
a condominium and/or community environment will operate in the same way. 
A way to provide the block 29 is detailed in Fig. 5, where the block 30 represents a 
tuner for selecting, in the QPSK range 950-2150 MHz, satellite digital channels 
QPSK modulated and properly preselected in the block 12; the digital channel 

10 selected in block 30 under the user's control is then demodulated by a QPSK 
demodulator represented by block 3 1 . 

Block 32 represents a tuner for the selection of the QAM modulated digital channels 
received by cable in the range 5-862 MHz; the digital channel tuned by the block 32 
under the user's control is then demodulated by a QAM demodulator represented by 
15 block 33. 

Block 34 represents a tuner for the selection, in the range 47-862 Mhz, of COFDM 
modulated terrestrial digital channels; the digital channel tuned by the block 34 
under the user's control is then demodulated by a COFDM demodulator represented 
by block 35. 

20 Block 36 represents a commutator, receiving the digital signals demodulated in the 
demodulators 31, 33, 35; one of these three signals selected by the user through the 
block 17 is present at the output of block 36. This signal is QAM remodulated by a 
QAM modulator, represented by block 37, and then converted by a converter 
represented by block 38 into the above said personal channel for the exclusive use of 

25 a single user, which is comprised in a frequency band ranging from 47 to 862 MHz, 
preferably 230 to 445 MHz. Each user is therefore the owner of a universal 
transmodulator 29, containing a converter with a fixed frequency output channel for 
his own personal use. The signal is then sent to the mixer 3 to be distributed as 
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previously described. 

It has to be appreciated that demodulation and remodulation of the QAM signal, 
which are apparently superfluous operations, are performed to recover the bit error 
rate eventually introduced by the cable distribution. 

5 It should also be noticed that tiie system still provides for a "return channel" module, 
which can be contained in the interface or user terminal 17, allowing the user himself 
to send a selection control signal to blocks 12, 30, 32, 34 and 36 using a signal being 
preferably FSK or PSK, allocated to a channel, for example in the range 41-46.5 
MHz. Advantageously, this signal can be sent through the common distribution 

1 0 coaxial cable of the system. 

As it can be assumed from the above description with reference to Fig. 5, through a 
proper grouping of several specific functions within a single device, i.e. the 
transmodulator 29, it is then possible the use for each individual user only one 
modulator 37 and one converter 38, instead of three modulators and three converters 

15 as described with reference to Fig. 3. 

It should also be noticed that the above universal transmodulator 29 can be 
advantageously used both for a signals distribution system in a condominium and/or 
community environment and in the instance of a single system. 
The various parts of the universal transmodulator 29, i.e. the selection means 30, 32, 

20 34, 36, the demodulation means 31, 33, 35, the modulation means 37 and the 
conversion means 38, can be obviously be housed in one same container, with clear 
practical advantages, also in view of the system installation and the reduction of its 
composing elements. 

The distribution system of a plurality of signals in a condominium and/or community 
25 environment represented in Fig. 3 or Fig. 4 operates only on the so-called 
downstream signal, i.e. the signal received by the provider or broadcaster, whereas it 
does not allow the user to operate for transmitting an upstream signal to the provider. 
Fig. 6 therefore represents the diagram of another variant embodiment of the 
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distribution system of a plurality of television signals in a condominium and/or 
community environment shown in Fig. 3. In this figure, the blocks related to both 
terrestrial analog and digital television signals are omitted; moreover, the remaining 
blocks of Fig. 6 indicating the same reference number have the same fimction of the 

5 blocks already shown in Fig. 3 . 

Compared to Fig. 3, five new blocks indicated with 40, 41, 42, 43 and 44, 
respectively are shown in Fig. 6, which will now be described in detail. 
Block 40 represents a terminal, used by the user to transmit upstream type signals US 
and receive downstream type signals DS, which is directly connected to the interface 

10 17 previously described with reference to Fig. 3 . 

Said terminal 40 performs the following known functions: 

- personal computer function, for elaborating the upstream signals US to be 
transmitted and the received downstream signals DS; 

- encoder function, for encoding the upstream signals US to be transmitted; 

15 - QAM modulator function, for modulating the upstream signals US to be 
transmitted; 

- SCPC type QAM tuner function, for the reception of the downstream signals DS; 

- QAM demodulator function, for demodulating the downstream signals DS; 

- decoder function, for decoding the received downstream signals DS . 

20 Downstream signals DS being received and upstream signals US being transmitted 
by block 40 are allocated to the above personal channel for the exclusive use by the 
user, as explained in the following. 

The distribution system of a plurality of digital signals in a condominium and/or 
community environment uses the satellite to send the return signals towards the 
25 provider. Therefore, the upstream signal US is sent, through the mterface 17, the 
filter 16, the cable 8 and the mixer 3, from the block 40 to an SCPC transmodulator 
indicated by the block 40. The latter, which demodulates said upstream signal US 
according to QAM coding, remodulates it according to the QPSK coding in 
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accordance with the SCPC procedure, then convert said upstream signal US in a 
frequency being compatible with the frequencies available in a satellite channel, and 
finally send it to the aerial 4 for its transmission to the satellite. The downstream 
signal DS being received by the aerial 4 is sent to a transmodulator 42 which, besides 

5 the fimction pertaining to the block 13 of Fig. 3, also operates as a tuner for the 
multimedia! signals QPSK modulated in accordance with the SCPC procedure, being 
received from a satellite channel; as a result the downstream signal DS being 
received at the block 42, upon reception of a proper control sent by block 40, is 
demodulated in QPSK under SCPC procedure, remodulated in QAM coding and 

10 converted into a frequency band contained in the above personal channel. Thus, the 
downstream signal DS reaches the block 40, through the mixer 3, the cable 8, the 
filter 16 and the interface 17. 

If the distribution system of a plurality of digital signals in a condominium and/or 
community environment uses cable transmission, the upstream signal US is sent by 

15 block 40, through blocks 17, 16 and 8, to the mixer 3, and then to an SCPC 
transmodulator indicated by block 43. Here the upstream signal US is converted into 
a frequencies band compatible with the frequencies associated with a cable channel; 
subsequently the upstream signal US is sent to the service provider through the 
coaxial cable 14'. The downstream signal DS, on the contrary, is selected by the 

20 transmodulator 44, which besides the functions performed by the block 14 previously 
described, tunes the downsfream signal DS being QAM modulated under SCPC 
procedure and convert it into a frequencies band corresponding to the band of the 
above personal channel. The downsfream signal DS then reaches block 40 through 
blocks 3, 8, 16 and 17. 

25 Blocks 41 and 42 may be advantageously housed in a same device; the same applies 
for blocks 43 and 44, which can also be contained in one device. Still more 
advantageously, all blocks 41, 42, 43, 44 can be housed together in a single device. 
Allocation of the upsfream signals US and downstream signals DS in the personal 
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channel is shown in Fig. 7, where the hatched line SI indicates the frequency band of 
the personal channel, normally 8 MHz wide; the solid line S2 represents the band 
occupied by the downstream signal DS to which a carrier fi is associated, whereas 
the line S3 represents the band of the upstream signal US, to which a carrier fa is 
5 associated. 

Fig. 7 also shows some possible frequency allocations of the FSK or PSK modulated 
return channel, which is used, as previously mentioned, to control the blocks of the 
distribution system through the interface 17. In particular, the above return channel 
can be located in an area not occupied by the upstream signals US and the 
10 downstream signals DS, as indicated with reference number S5, or in an area where 
the frequency response of the personal channel is gradually reduced to zero, i.e. a so- 
called roll-off area, as indicated with reference number S4. 

If the upstream signals US and the downstream signals DS are simultaneously 
available in the personal channel, i.e. when the system operates with frequency 

15 multiplexing (FDMA procedure, i.e. Frequency Division Multiplexing Access), it is 
clear that bands S2 and S3 should not overlap. On the other hand, if the upstream 
signals US and the downstream signals DS are available at different times in the 
above personal channel, then a time multiplexing operation (TDMA procedure, i.e. 
Time Division Multiplexing Access) will take place. 

20 Obviously, when the personal channel is used to receive digital television signals 
and/or audio signals and/or data, the user disables blocks 40, 41, 43 through the 
interface 17 and the return channel, and switches blocks 42 and 44 to the functions 
already described for blocks 13 and 14, respectively. 

Fig. 8 shows the diagram of a further variant embodiment of the distribution system 
25 of a plurality of digital signals in a condominium and/or community environment 
according to the invention. In Fig. 8, the blocks having the same reference number 
perform the same function of the blocks already represented in Fig. 3. 
In Fig. 8 a new block indicated with 51 is shown, instead of the block 18 illustrated 
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in Fig. 3, representing an IRD receiver apt to read one or more smart cards 52, as 
better detailed later. 

Each broadcaster or provider adopts for pay channels his own conditioned access 
system, and therefore a particular set top box, receiver 51 and smart card 52 are 

5 necessary for the vision, which are usually supplied by the broadcaster himself 

According to the present invention, should a member of the condominium decide to 
make a subscription, for example, to pay channels irradiated by satellite, in addition 
to the devices already provided for digital channels reception from the satellite (i.e., 
a transponder preselector circuit 12 and a QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13, which 

10 generate his personal channel for exclusive use), he would need also need the 
receiver 51; said receiver, besides demodulating in QAM and decoding the signal, 
has also to perform the descrambling operation required to make the signal itself 
usable. In order to perform the latter operation, the receiver 51 has to be fitted with a 
reader capable of reading the information associated with the smart card 52, which 

15 contains the electronic key necessary for enabling the use of the interactive services 
through descrambling. Besides information required for allowing the descrambling at 
the receiver 51, also the information necessary to the QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13 
and the transponder preselector 12 for tuning on the channels transmitting the pay 
programs are inserted in the smart card 52. 

20 Said tuning information comprise in particular the frequency of the channels to be 
inserted in the personal channel, where said information have to be sent to the 
transmodulator 13; said information also comprise the polarization type (horizontal 
or vertical), bit rate and frequency band (high or low) of the signals to be received, 
which have to be sent to the transponder preselector circuit 12. The receiver 51 

25 transfers the above information, through the return channel, to the transponder 
preselector 12 and the QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13, which can thus be tuned on 
the channels enabled by the smart card 52. Obviously, mutual interaction between 
the receiver 51 and the associated smart card 52, the transponder preselector 12 and 
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the QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13 shall be permitted, and this is obtained by a 
proper programming of the microprocessors controlling the above devices. For this 
reason, the receiver 51 and the associated smart card 52, the transponder preselector 
12 and the QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13 are usually manufactured and supplied as 

5 a whole, usually on a rent basis, by the broadcaster transmitting the pay programs. In 
order to prevent that a user may eventually use the above QPSK/QAM 
transmodulator 13 also to receive pay channels transmitted by other broadcasters, a 
fiirther "software electronic key" is inserted by the installer in the QPSK/QAM 
transmodulator 13, so that when the smart card 52 is inserted in the receiver 51, the 

10 QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13 may only be tuned on the channels enabled by the 
smart card 52 associated with the broadcaster supplying the devices. In other words, 
if a different smart card 52 which does not contain the same software electronic key 
is inserted in the transmodulator 13, the transmodulator 13 operation will be 
inhibited. Insertion of said software electronic key, i.e. a proper digital signal, may 

15 for instance be provided using a serial port of the microprocessor controlling the 
QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13, such a port being accessible through a connector 
from outside the QPSK/QAM transmodulator 13. Obviously, if no smart card 52 is 
inserted in the receiver 5 1, the system may be tuned on any free access channel. 
Furthermore, with a view to protect the privacy of more condominium users 

20 subscribing the same program, the system according to the invention provides that 
the frequency of one's personal channel can be inserted, for example by the installer, 
in each user's smart card 52, so that the receiver 51 will only receive the signal in 
said personal channel. Thus, even if any user is able to receive the personal channel 
of another user in his own receiver 51, for example by tampering the selective 

25 channel-pass filter 16, said receiver 51 controlled by the smart card 52 would not be 
able to proceed to descrambling and decoding. 

The above situation can be easily extended to a situation where pay channels are 
transmitted by cable, i.e. digital signals CATV (CAble TV) modulated in QAM 
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being received through the coaxial cable 14' or through digital terrestrial television 
signals modulated in COFDM (Coded Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing) 
being received through the aerial 19. In such circumstances, the smart card 52 
contains tuning information for the respective transmodulators 14 and 20. 

5 It is obvious that many changes are possible to the system according to the present 
invention, without departing from the novelty spirit of the inventive idea. 
For instance, the return-channel can be radio frequency irradiated, instead of being 
transmitted by cable; in this case, blocks 12, 13, 14 and 20 have to be equipped with 
appropriate known radiofrequency reception devices. 

10 Additionally, the block 14 may provide for the possibiUty of demodulating and 
remodulating the QAM signal, for recovering the bit error rate introduced by the 
cable distribution. 

Also, distribution to buildings or single flats may be obtained in a "wireless" 
configuration, i.e. without cables, using networks known as MMDS (Multi-channel 

1 5 Multipoint Distribution System) and LMDS (Local Multipoint Distribution System). 
Also in this instance, the signals from various sources are received by a sole 
equipment, consisting for example of blocks 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 of Fig. 3; 
the output signal of the mixer is then converted to high frequency (up to about 40 
GHz) and then irradiated. The signal is received by known reception devices in the 

20 various buildings or also in the individual flats, is reconverted in the 47-862 MHz 
range and then distributed by cable as done at the mixer output 3 shown in Fig. 3. 
The presence of the band-stop filter 15 may also be used not only for the filtering of 
the signals distributed by the system, but also to filter likely signals eventually 
available on a distribution network inside the flat. In fact, household distribution 

25 networks of both radio-television, information, operation and control signals are 
known, which often employ the same physical means used for the distribution of 
radio-television signals received from satellite, cable or aerial Therefore, a suitable 
configuration of the band-stop filter 15 will prevent signals outcoming from inside 
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the flat and their pick-up by other system users. 

Moreover, if the CATV signal has a low bit error rate, the block 33 can be omitted in 
the universal transmodulator 29; in this instance the signal directly passes from the 
QAM tuner to the commutator 36; in this case, the latter needs a further output 
5 directly to the converter 28, which has to be used should the user select a QAM 
channel. 

Moreover, tuners 30, 32, 34, or at least two of them, may be integrated in one 
extended band tuner, for example from 5 to 2150 MHz, containing inside the suitable 
filters and switching devices for selecting the input signal. 
10 Demodulators 31, 33, 35, or at least two of them, can be obtained in one integrated 
circuit; similarly, also blocks 31, 33, 35, 36, 37 can be contained in a single 
integrated circuit. 

The user terminal 17 can be an independent block, or be contained in the QAM tuner 
of the IRD receiver 18, 

15 Furthermore, instead of using either the cable or the satellite as described above for 
both the upstream e downstream signals, the upstream channel can be sent by cable 
and the downstream signal received from the sateUite, or viceversa. On the other 
hand the upstream signal, which as said is usually transmitted with a low bit rate, can 
be sent by telephone through a modem connected to the block 40, according to well- 

20 known techniques. 

Moreover, SCPC transmodulators can comprise a device for storing transit data, 
commonly called buffer, wherein the incoming upstream signals are stored; the 
signals are sent when said buffer is substantially ftiUy occupied by signals. In this 
instance, upstream signals may come from more personal channels, for instance 

25 when a number of users agrees to use one sole SCPC transmodulator for sending the 
signals e.g. by sateUite. For example, tuning information contained in the smart card 
may be changed by the broadcaster, because the transponder frequency has changed, 
or new services have been purchased by the user, or the services transmission mode 
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has changed, e.g. from MCPC to SCPC or viceversa. In this instance, the reception 
devices automatically fit the new situation through the instructions received from the 
smart card. The new data can be sent by a modem, usually incorporated in the 
receiver, or through the so-called Service Information (SI), i.e. service information 
expressly inserted in the digital signal transmitted. 

It is clear that the receiver has to be equipped with a write device, among those 
known in the digital technology, for data insertion in the EEPROM memory of the 
smart card. 
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I . A system for tlie distribulioa to a eondcamnimn aad/or commiini^y eawonmeot 
of a plurality of distal signals being transmitted aecoi'ding to different standards, 
said digital signal being disuibuted together other infiamation signals, comprising 
means (lAN'.lS) for receiving said digital signals, means (13. 14. 20) for Hie 
5 frequency conversion of said digital signals, means (3) for mixing all said 
infonnation signals on a disttibutiDn netwrk (8) Ifeediag a plurali^ of s^tul 
socJtets (9) connected to receivera (18), among which at least a part is intendal to 
receive the digital signals chaiacterirod in that ihe means (13, 14, 20) for the 
frequency conversion of said digital signals compiisra means for demodulating 
5 '° &gM sig?jals having different transmission standards and means for remoduteting 
ji: said digital signals with a sole type of digital modulation (QAM), providing the 

0 digital signals wi& said sole type of modulation (QAM) to the means (3) for mixing 
m said information signals an the distribution network (g), and that tlie receivers (18) 
™ intended to receive the digital signals are fit to decode such sole type of modulation 
H' IS (QAM). 

y ■ 2. A system for ihe distribution tO' a coudomioium and/or community 

1 environment, according to claim 1. characterized in that the such sole type of 
D modulation (QAM) is Quadratuie ArapHtude ModulaUon (QAM), 

3. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or coimnunity 
20 environment, according to claim 1. characterized in that the means (13, 14, 20) for 
the frequency conversion of said digital signals are means (13, 14, 20) &x fisquency 
converting one or more of the received reserved digital signals in i^served frequency 
portions (SI), or personal channels, of the band, said personal channels (SI) being 
reserved to tlie corresponding predetermined signal sockets (9). and forbidden to die 
25 remaining sockets (9) tlirough means (15.16) for aUox^ing access to said personal 
channels (SI) of the band only to die cormsponding signal sockets (9). said means 
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(13, 14. 20) for ftcqucniq' converting one or more of Hie received digital signals in 
personal ohanniels (SI) of the band being commanded through respective user 
coatrol means (1 1, 17, 18; 40; 51). 

4. A system fo? the distribution to a condominium and/or community environmeat, 
S according to claim 1, characteiized in dtat the distribution nestworic (8) of the 

information signals comprise a distribution si^port (8) realized by means of a 
coaxial cable. 

5. A system for ^ distribution to & condominium and/or community envicomnent, 
accordiag to claim I, characterized in that tlie distribution network (8) for the 

10 dislribution of said information signals comjaise MMDS m3J<x LMDS networks. 

6. A system for the dlstrlbuiion to a condominium and/or community environment, 
according to claim 1 , <diaraciErized in that said personal channel is 8 MHz wide,. 

7. A system fbt the distribution to a condominium and/or community em^oimient. 
according to claim I, claracterized in that said personal channel is comamed in a 

15 frequency band being comprised between 47 to 862 MHz. 

8. A system for the distribution to a condomimum and/or coramunily environnKiit, 
according to claim 7, Characterized in that said frttjuency band ranges preferably 
&om 230 to 445 MHz, 

9. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community environment, 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the means (15, 16) for allowing access lo 
said personal channels (SI) comprises means (15,16) for filtering the personal 
channel, liiai are located upstream tlie signal socket (9). 

10. A system for the distribirtion to a ooudominium and/or community environment, 
according to claim 1, characterized m that said filtering means (15, 16) comprises a 
band-stop filter (15), apt to eliminate the reception of the personal chaaMls, by a 
receiver (1 8) tlii-ougli the signai socket (9), 

H. A system for the distribution to a ooadominium and/or community 
environment, according to claim 10, characterized in that said filtering means (15. 
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16) ftmhisr eonsprises^ in cGrresp<mdter\^ of a prDdetenoinfid signal socket (9), a 
. clitoml-pass filter (16) is arranged in parallel to agid band-stop filter (15), which is 
apt to let the personal ctmnsii pass tkough to the siagle yset 

12. A system for the distribution to a condommium and/or community 
5 eavironment, according to clairo h characterized in that the selection of tha digital 

signal to be convened in said personal channel is performed by a return-channel, 

13, A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or cotaniunily 
environment, eaxording to claim 12, cMracterized in that said retum-diflnnel is FSK 
medicated, 

10 14. A system for the distrfbutioa to a condomimum and/or community 

environment, according to claim 12, characterized in that said return-channel is PSK 
modulated, 

15. A system for the distribution tc a condominium and/or community 
Q enviromnent, according to claim 12, cliai^cterked in that said tetum<ihannel is 

15 QPSKmodiaiated. 

^-"^ 16* A system for the distribution to a condominixmt and*'or community 

I envirtjnmai^ according to claim 12, characterized in that said return channel is QAM 
{7; modukted, 

% 17- A system for die distribution to a condomini-um and/or community 

Q 20 enviromnent, according to claim 12j chai-acterized in that said return channel is bi- 
directional under IDMA procedure. 

18. A system for the distribution to a condomini'um and/or community 
environment, according to claim 12, characteriEsd in that said return cfaamel has a 
band wdth of 12B KHz or multiples of it. 
25 19. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or cotumunity 

enviromnent, according to claim 12, characterized m tliat said return channel is 
comprised between 41 and 46.5 MHz, 
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20, A system ix>r iJie distribution to a condominium and/or community 



envirtiiiment^ according to claim 1 2, charactBiized in tha.t said return chamel U36s die 
same coaxial cable of dist^bution network (8) of tiie system. 

2L A system, for tlie distribution to a cocdominiwii snd/or oommumty 
5 enviitmrnent, according to claim 12, charactmzed in that the return clmmel used by 
a user is not accessible to all o&er users of the system. 

22, A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or cotnmunity 
euvironiueat, according to claim 12, characterized in that said retum-chaimel is 
radiofrequency inEMfiated 
l» 23. A system for the distributiont to a condominimn and/or community 
environments according to claim 1 , characterized in that the selection, the modulation 
d and fee frequency conversion in a predetermined channd of the digital signal are 

i n obtained hy means of a tranaraodulator (13,20529;41,42,43,44), 

'fl . 24, A system for the distribtition to a condominium and/or community 

^ 13 environment, according to claim 1, characteriaed in. that a user terminal (17) and m 
p IRD receiver-decodar (18;40;513 a^ provided, which can be operate by a same 

ranote-conttol (11). . 

J ": 25. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 

C environiMnl^ according to claim I . characteri'zed in tibat two or more selection means 

g 20 (13,1 4,20) are contained in a sole iransmodulator de^dce (29), 

26» A system for fte distribution to a condominium and/or community 
environment, accoirding to claim 25, chaiMterized in that said sole transmoduiatsr 
d&vkt (29) comprises tuner means (30,32,34), which are apt to perfoim the selection 
of said digitaj signals within at least two frequency ranges, and demodulation means 
25 (31,33,35), which are apt to demodulate at least two of said digital signals 
transmitted with dififerent standexcfe, 

27. A system for the distribution to a condominium and^or community 
environment, according to claim 26, chax-acferi^d in that said trausmodulator device 
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(29) includes at least two tuners (30,32,34) for tlxc sdcction of digital signals, md at 
least two demodulators (31,33,35) of said digital signals, 

28. A system tor the distribution to a condomiiiimn and/or community 
environment, eccordiag to ciaini 26, chamcterized in that said transmod\ilator device 

5 <29) also includes a cotmnutator (36) apt &r receiving the digital signals coming 
fiom said demodulators (3133,35). 

29. A system for the distribution to a condomimum and/or comitiunity 
environment, a^^cording to claim 26, characterized in that sadd transmodulator device 
(29) also comprises a modulator (37) for rsmodulasing the output signal of the 

JO commutator (36). 

30. A system for tbe distribution to a condoniinium and/or community 
environment, accordina to claim 26, diaracteri^ in that said transmodulator device 
(29) also includes a converter (38) for converting in firequency the output signal of 
said modulator (37) Litto a predetermined channel. 

31. A system for the distribution to a condoounium and/or community 
ciivironment, according to claim ehaiacteri2«d in that said control means 
(1 l,17f 18;40) are also apt to generate one oi mors digital signals ta transmission or 
upstream signals (US) and convert them in frequency into ^ personal channel, and 
that second selection and handling means (41 ,43) are provided for said digital sipals 
in traosmission, attd means (4,14*) for the transmission of said upstream signals (US) 
from satellite and/or by cable, 

32, A system for tlie distribution to a condomiaium and/or community 

enviroimient, according to claim 31, characterized in that transmodulator means 

(42.44) and the second selection means (41,43) operate on the received downslream 

23 signals (DS) or on upsti^am signals (US) QAM modulated under SCPC ptocedtu-e, 
respectively, 

33. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 
environmem, according to claim 31, characterized in that said personal chamiel 
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to 



25 



whidi caa be accessed by said user only is used under FDMA procedure^ ix. the 
upstream signals (US) and downsta^sam signals (DS) axe simultaiaeously present in 
said personal channel 

34, A system for the distribution to a c0ndommmm and/oi comniumty 
environment, according to cMm 33, ctoacterized in that in said personal channel 

'sboth the upstream signals (US) and the downstrcmi signals (DS) occupy not 
overlapping frequency bands. 

35, A system for tlie distribution to a candominiiini and/or community 
enwx)nmeiit, according to claim 31, cliaracterized in that the personal channel is 
used uaider TDMA procedure, Ic. bodi the upstream signals (US) and the 
dowistream signals (DS) are not simultaneously present in the personal channel. 

36, A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or comiBiiiiity 
environment, accoi-dicig to claim 34, characterised in that said selection means 
(42,44) and said second selection and handling means (41,43) are comprised in a 
single container. 

37, A system for the distributioa to a condominium and/or community 
enviroimient, accordisg to claim 3, characterized in that the user control means (1 1, 
17, 18; 40; 51) comprise a receiver (51) apt to perform an access function to a 
plurality of conditioned access services, by reading tlie information contained in a 
smart card (52), and that said information contained in said smart card (52) control 
the means (13, 14, 20) tbr frequency coaverting one or more of the received reserved 
digital aignals in tho peisonal channel. 

38, A system for the distribution to a condomitiium and/or cominimity 
ecvironraeat, according to clmm 37. characterized in that said infijtmation contained 
in the smart card (52) comprise information for tuning transmodulator means 
(13,I4,20;29;41.42,43,44). 



39. A system fot fte distiihmioii to a oondomintuni and/or community 
enviionment. according to claim 37, characterized m tliat said infonnatioii contained 
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in the smart card (52) comprise Informatian for the immg of transponder 
preselection means (12). 

40. A system for the distribution to a coMoTainium and/or commumty 
enviroiiment, according to claim 40, charactserized in that the mformatiDii for the 

5 tuning of ttie transponder preselection means (12) are selection information of tlie 
bands of the channels to be timed, 

41. A sj^tem for ihe distribution to a condominium and/or coomnnity 
environment, according to claun 38, characterized in tisAt information for the tuning 
of ll:te transponder preselection meatus (12) are information for determining the 

10 polarization of tlie channels to be tuned 

42. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 
envitomnmt, according to claim 38, oheracterissd in tiiat said infOTuaibn wntained 
in the smart card (52) comprise fiequencies information of the charmels to be tuned* 

* 43. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 
IS environment, according to claim 37, characteriaed in that said infonnation contained 
in the smart om"d (52) also comprise frequmcy information of said personal channel 

44. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 
environment, according to claim 37, characterized in that the selection means 
(12,13.14,20j29;41,42,43,44) and the smart card (52) contaia respective electronic 

20 keys> whose congruence ei^lcs the operation of said distibution system of a 
plurality of signals to $ condominium aad/or community environment. 

45. A system for the di^bution to a conctominium and/or conomunity 
enviromnent, according to claim 37, charactcri&ed in that the control means (51) 
contain a device for witing data in a program memory of a mioroprooessor contained 

25 in the smart card (52). 

46. A system for the distribution to a condominium and/or community 
environment, accarduig to claim 4S» characterised in that said program memory is an 
EEPROM type memory- 
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47. A system for fee distribution to a condominium and/or cominunity 

cnvirorunem, according to claim 45, ctaradBiized m that the de^ce for writing dm 
y invi program memory of a niicroprocessor contained in liie smart card (52) operates 

on data sent to the control means (5 1 ) by modem, 
s 48* A system for the distribution to a coadominium dM/or cotEmunity 
- enviroanients according to claim 45, characterized in that said davica for witiiig data 

in a program memory of a jiiicrDprocessoi' cantmned in tiie smart card (52) operates 

on data seat to the coaliol mtm (51) b>' mtm of the Service Information ccntain^id 

in fte received digital sigi^. 
10 49, A system for the distribution to a condomiaima and/or coimaimity 

enviromnent, accordiitg to claim 1, characterized m that said means (15, 16) for 

allovring access to said personal chaaaels ^1) are apt to prevent fiie passage of 

signals generated mside a fimher distribution network associated to a signal socket 

(9), in particular being inside a dwelling or flat. 
15 50. Method for the distribution to a condominium and/or community environment, of 

a plurality of digitus sipals together with odier information signals, at least some of 

digital signals being reserved to predetermined si^al socket in tlue environment^ 

comprising the steps of; 

- receiving said digital signals; 
2& - operating a frequency conversion of the received dgital sipals; 

• mixing said digital signals on a distribution network (8) tlmt distribute said digital 

signals to the sockets (9) 

characterized in tiiat 

in the step of liequency conversion of the received rescr\'ed digital signals, said 
25 received digital signals gare demodulated, and then remodulated vdtk a sole type of 
digital modulation, then mixed with the other information signals in a comtnon signal 
an die distribution network^ from wWdi are distributed to receivers fit to decode such 
sole type of digital modulation. 
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SI . Method for the distribution to a condominim and/or community environment; of 
a piuraUty of digitals signals, oluiractciized in that such sole type of digital 
modulation is Quadrature Amplitude Modulatiou, 
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ABSTRACT 

The present industrial invention concerns a system for the distribution in a 
condominium and/or community environment of a plurality of television signals, 
and/or audio signals, and/or digital audio and/or video signals transmitted with 
different standards. According to the invention, one or more digital signals can be 
received by a single user of the system by means of a frequency conversion into a 
predetermined channel, which can be accessed by said user only. The digital signal 
being present in said channel always has the same modulation and can be selected by 
said user through control means which send a control signal to selection means. 
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Declaration for Patent Application 
As a below nanned inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original , first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is claimed 
and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled Universal Signal Distribution 
System the specification of which was filed on January 18, 1999 as PCT International 
application Number PCT/IB99/00063 and was amended on May 12, 2000. 

1 hereby state that 1 have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to 
in the oath or declaration. 

1' acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination of this 
application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.56(a). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C.§ 119(a) - (d) or 35 U.S,C.§ 365 (b) 
of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or § 365 (a) of any PCT 
International Application which designated at least one country other than the United 
States, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT International Application having a 
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) 

Italian Application No. TO 98A000049 filed January 20, 1998 
Italian Application No. TO 98A000184 filed October 8, 1998 
Italian Application No. TO 98A000967 filed November 17, 1998 
Italian Application No. TO 98A001109 filed December 30, 1998 

1 hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C.§ 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below. 

None 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C.§ 120 of any United States application(s),or 35 
U.S,C.§ 365 (c) of any PCT International application designating the United States, listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 
information which is material to patentability as defined in 35 U.S.C. § 1.56 which became 
available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
international filing date of this application. 



None. 
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/ I hereby appoint the following attorneys to prosecute this application and to transact all 

business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: Al an H. Levine, 
Registration No. 19,185; H oward F. Mandelbaum, Registration No. 27,519. 

Address all telephone calls to: Alan H. Levine lilili™ 

Howard F. Mandelbaum 24230 

(2 1 2) 239-41 62 PHTENT TRfBEHURK OFFICE 

Address all correspondence to: Alan H. Levine 
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Howard F. Mandelbaum 
Levine & Mandelbaum 
Empire State Building 
350 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 7814 

New York, N.Y. 10118 

i hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of 
the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent is sued thereon. 

Full name of inventor: Andrea Polo Filisan 

\P Inventor's signature: ^hrA)<xa- 'feo "^^JILt^ 

Date: f ^ o (t& bre l £>Oo 

Residence: Pordenone, Ital y 

Citizenship: Italy 

Post Office Address: Via Pedron, 6 
1-33170 Pordenone, Italy 
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